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QUESTION: How do you e:mlain the so-called intelligence 
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ERIEVING PAPER FOR TIS PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE 


November 20, 1962 


SUBJECT: [ante111gence gap on existence of 
offensive weapons in Cuba 


gap in determining the existence of offensive 
weapons in Cuba? 


On_ the question of intelligence about Soviet arms 
in Cuba, let me simply say this. Throughait the 
months preceding the discovery of offensive mis- 
Siles in Cuba, the many resources of the intcllie 
gence oommunity were steadily directed to ana- 
ityzing, dissrovins, or verifying all rmomors and 
reports about Sovict activities in Cuba. This 
wag a major undertalcing; involving as 1: did 

not only the conaration of aceurate renorvts from 
inaccurate oncs, but alae the systematic continue 
ation of intslitscorce collection activitics. 

The first mone. thas hard intelligence of the 
existence of offensive missiles in Cuba was ob- 
tained on Octover 15, the policy discussions be- 
gan which lea to the decision announced October 22, 


in a field a: ccmplicated as intelliccence, the 
available inftcrcatvion 48 rarely all that is necdad 
or desired. γόνον, I can assure you in all 
Beriousneds wnat imowledge of the developing citue 
ation in CuLe represented not an intellironce 


munity who wusported him in his efforts. Ian 

sure you will csree with me that the public inter. 
est will not be served by detailed spe culation 
eoncerning tne internal operations of this intelli- 


gence ΣΝ 


